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MISSION STATEMENT

MBHP’s mission is to ensure that
the region’s low- and moderate-
income individuals and families
have choice and mobility in finding
and retaining decent affordable
housing; all of our programs and
initiatives are designed to encour-
age housing stability, increased
economic self-sufficiency, and the
enhanced quality of the lives of
those we serve. To achieve our 
mission and to promote efficient
service delivery, we work collabora-
tively with a broad array of service
providers and neighborhood-based
organizations.
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MBHP Participates 
in Homeless Census

On December 19th the City of
Boston conducted its annual

homeless census, and the results are
staggering: 6,365 people were identi-
fied as homeless, which represents a
nine percent increase from last year. 

This year, MBHP staff members
joined forces with over 250 volun-
teers to count homeless individuals
and families, paying special attention
to elders and veterans. Volunteers
braved the wind and cold, and
walked the streets in groups of five
to ten. Homeless individuals who
were willing were transported to a
shelter for the night, or at least given
a blanket and a warm drink. 

Blair Cushing of MBHP said, “My
hope is that the people we encoun-
tered that night benefited from our
assistance, even if only to realize that
there may be other options available.”

Lack of available rental assistance
subsidies has caused a crisis of “hid-
den homelessness” for families— the
fastest growing homeless population.
The census counted 1,355 homeless
children in Boston—a 39% increase
since 1995. Some of these families
were previously uncounted because
they were not eligible for shelter,
and are now able to access shelter
through the Department of Transi-
tional Assistance. Advocacy has been
the key to responding to this crisis.
After persuading the Legislature to
restore the shelter eligibility standard
to 130% of poverty on July 1st, the
denial rate for family shelter has
dropped from 54 to 30 percent. 

Mayor Menino is now advocating
for the unspent money appropriated
for Hurricane Katrina evacuees to 
be used towards helping Boston’s
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homeless population. As Nancy
Sullivan of MBHP so aptly stated,
“Each year I participate (in the cen-
sus), I am reminded of the social and
economic inequities that lead to
homelessness, and I am even more
resolved to work on advocating for
programs that will help people secure
and maintain permanent housing.” 

Continued advocacy and partner-
ships with the city and federal govern-
ment will help the thousands of peo-
ple currently in the shelter system to
obtain permanent housing. 2

MBHP Honors Five
Property Owners

MBHP’s Fourth Annual Property
Owner Appreciation Evening

was held on October 19. The event,
created to thank the 4,000 property
owners who rent to MBHP tenants,
was hosted by Executive Director
Julia Kehoe and featured remarks by
Board of Directors Co-Chair Steven
Rioff, Director of the Department of
Housing and Community Develop-
ment (DHCD) Jane Wallis Gumble,
and featured speaker Boston Mayor
Thomas M. Menino. Nominated by
MBHP staff and tenants, five property
owners received appreciation awards:
Bernadette Charles, Vincent Craig,

David Richardson, Hearn Properties,
and Peabody Properties.

Mayor Menino explained the im-
portance of affordability in Greater
Boston. “Affordable housing brings
stability to people’s lives. When they
don’t have to struggle to pay the rent
every month, they can focus on taking
care of their families.” Menino also
offered some recent statistics on the
success of his program, Leading the
Way II . To date, 1,361 units of affor-
dable housing have been preserved.
Of the 16,000 rental units in Boston,
one third are now affordable.

Award winners received a certifi-
cate of appreciation and a one-year
membership to the Boston Building
Materials Co-Op. 

The event was made possible by
Sovereign Bank; Boston Private Bank
and Trust; Appleby & Wyman Insur-
ance Agency, Inc.; The Paul and
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person contributes $40 to that organ-
ization. This year, La Befana donated
$1,200 to MBHP.

Schools for Children
When Hurricane Katrina brought
tragedy to the Gulf States, students 
at the Lesley Ellis School in Arlington
wanted desperately to help. With the
support of their parents and teachers,
children aged 3-12 dedicated their
annual school-wide community service
project to survivors of the hurricane.

Phyllis Fireman Charitable Foundation;
Intercontinental Management Corpor-
ation; Adams & Sammon, Counselors
at Law; Automatic Temperature
Control Corporation; M.D. Guappone
Insurance Agency; and by the sup-
port of A Moveable Feast; Boston
Building Materials Cooperative; and
Central Parking, Inc. 2

They organized a Walkathon 
and raised nearly $6,000 which they
donated to MBHP. The money was
used to help uprooted families who
relocated to the greater Boston area. 

What’s the Secret?
There is strength in numbers, and
working as a group can be a fun and
rewarding experience. Does your
employer match charitable contribu-
tions? Does your family, school, or
place of worship conduct fundraising
drives? Do you ever long to host a
car wash on a hot summer day? The
possibilities for innovative fundraising
are limited only to your imagination.
Regardless of the amount, every con-
tribution to MBHP—whether funds,
clothing, books, food, and more—
helps to improve the lives of our pro-
gram participants. If you have an idea
for creative fundraising, or would like
to make a donation, please contact
Mary Doyle at 617-425-6694. 2

Staying Home 
Helping Elders and People with
Disabilities Retain Independence

Elders and people with disabilities
face difficult housing choices.

Hospitals, nursing homes, and assist-
ed living facilities are all valid
options—but for individuals longing
to remain independent, these alterna-
tives can be cost-prohibitive and
unsatisfying. The Staying Home
Program was created to help these
individuals stay in their own homes.

Staying Home is administered 
by MBHP’s Housing Consumer Edu-
cation Center. Staff members work
with state, local, and community-
based organizations to provide 
outreach, mediation, and targeted
service delivery. With new resources
and improved access to existing
community supports, elderly and 
disabled tenants, housing applicants,
property owners, and family mem-
bers can avoid hospitalizations and
residential placements.

Individual Services Coordinator
Farrah Bruny says, “It’s amazing to
see how much can be accomplished
by connecting people with the right
resources. Sometimes it’s possible to
stabilize someone’s housing by 
making just one phone call.” 

How does it work?
Any individuals needing support
should call or visit MBHP’s Housing
Consumer Education Center. Partici-
pants are also identified through
other programs including Rental
Assistance and the Home Modifi-
cation Loan Program. 

Each case is assessed and a plan
is formulated to meet the participant’s
specific needs. Services may include
home visits; financial assistance 
for home repairs or housing; or
referral to programs such as Meals
on Wheels, Elder Home Repair, fuel
assistance, home health care, adult
day care and senior centers, and
eviction mediation. 

Who has it helped?
Sam (not his real name) was working
at a good job and making ends meet
until he became ill and took a lengthy
unpaid medical leave for intensive
HIV and Hepatitis C treatment. His
Social Security disability benefits were
not enough to pay his $900/month
rent and Sam soon found himself two
months behind and in danger of evic-
tion. With flexible funds, we were
able to pay his rental arrearage and
provide a rental stipend until he is
able to return to work. Thanks to
Staying Home, Sam avoided home-
lessness and stabilized his housing. 

Staying Home assisted 413 people
in FY 2005. In the first half of FY
2006, 200 people have been served.
Initial funding for the Staying Home
Program was provided by The Boston
Foundation. Subsequent funding has
been provided by the Gillette Com-
pany. For more information, contact
Farrah Bruny at 617-425-6759. 2

Innovative Funding
Opportunities

Have you ever written a check to
your favorite nonprofit and

wished you could stretch your dollars
further? Two of our contributors felt
the same way and created unique pro-
grams to increase their philanthropy.

La Befana Fund
For the last 20 years, members of the
extended Gaeta family have given a
group donation to charity in lieu of
exchanging Christmas gifts. They ini-
tiated La Befana Fund—named for the
legendary Italian woman who refuses
to give directions to the three wise
men on Christmas Eve. She repents
on January 6th, and travels on a
broomstick to deliver candy and gifts
to the children in each household. 

In the spirit of La Befana, Gaeta
family members put the names of
their favorite charities into a hat on
Christmas Eve. The oldest member of
the family selects a name, and each
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Mayor Menino at the Fourth Annual
Property Owner Appreciation Evening.
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Shop amazon.com
via MBHP.org!

MBHP will receive a percentage 
of every sale when you purchase

books, CDs, DVDs and more 
by clicking on the amazon.com 

banners on our website. 

The money will be used in our
homelessness prevention and

housing stabilization programs—
at no cost whatsoever to you! 

MBHP is grateful to the following 
donors for their generous support.

MAJOR SUPPORTERS:
Housing Partnership Network
Citizens Bank/Local Initiatives 

Support Corporation (LISC)

MONETARY GIFTS:
State Street Corporation
Schools for Children
Deloitte & Touche
Le Befana Fund

Laura Barricelli
Franca Barricelli and Lane Earns
Marco Barricelli
Norma Barricelli
Anne Gaeta and Chris Clark
Chuck and Angela Gaeta
Dick and Marilyn Gaeta
Elizabeth Gaeta and Steinar Ryen
Frank and Jessie Gaeta
Fran and Ron Kehoe
Laura Kehoe and Eric Maillis
Julia Kehoe
Charles and Susan Muise
June Muise
Ann Penta
Ernest and Esther Penta
Henry Penta
Robert and Angela Ventola
James Ventola

Sleeparama
Kristen Shapiro
Codman Square Neighborhood 

Development Corporation
William and Catherine Guiney
Esther Schlorholtz
Jane Wallis Gumble 

and David B. Schroeder
Jang-Ho Cha and Janice Hayes-Cha

IN-KIND SUPPORT:
A Moveable Feast
Back Pages Bookstore
Birgitta Damon
Bright Horizons Day Care
Bryn Mawr Bookstore
Fayerweather School
Linens & Things
Patricia Flaherty
Redbones BBQ
Steven Rioff
Viga
WGBH, Ready to Learn
Zoo New England
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Dear Friends,

In these pages you will read about
a variety of initiatives that allow 

us to meet our mission of providing
affordable housing, encouraging 
economic self-sufficiency, and
enhancing the quality of the lives of
low-income households. Our efforts
are funded by a combination of 
government, corporate and founda-
tion grants and individual or group
gifts. As a result, our programming 
is innovative, collaborative, flexible
and secure.

As summer approaches, I would
like to draw your attention in partic-
ular to our Childhood Enrichment
Fund. Over the last year, these
monies have allowed us to not only
send children to camp, music les-
sons, and sports programs, but they
have enhanced our partnerships 
with other community-based cultural,
academic, and athletic organizations.
Strengthening these partnerships has
allowed us to leverage and access
existing resources for our program
participants and fill gaps where nec-
essary. Many children who otherwise
would be home and in their own
words—‘bored’—this summer, will
instead have fun and exciting experi-
ences that will remind them that they
are children and perhaps even
change their lives.
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Annual Holiday Party
Brings Cheer

Peals of laughter rang out in the
halls of MBHP at the holiday

party hosted by the Scattered Site
Family Emergency Shelter (SSFES)
and the Childhood Enrichment Com-
mittee on December 10, 2005. The
purpose of the annual event is to pro-
vide much-needed cheer to families
who might otherwise experience a
grim holiday season.

A total of 56 children and their
parents and grandparents were in
attendance. Staff members from each
of MBHP’s departments and volun-
teers from Boston Connects helped
to serve food, paint faces, and create
holiday arts and crafts. The high-
lights of the afternoon included a
visit from Santa and a puppet show
by Mariolio and the Hip Hoppets. 

“Everyone seemed to have a ter-
rific time,” says SSFES Clinical Coordi-
nator Yoshiko Okazaki. “We are 
fortunate to have the support of so
many generous people to make it all
possible. It’s a lot of work every year
but always worth it when we see
how much fun the families have.”

The event was made possible 
by State Street Corporation, Citizens
Bank, ArWayne Furnishings, Building
#19 Foundation, Elizabeth Louis, and
with the support of Bertucci’s Corpor-
ation, BJ’s Wholesale Club, Caps for
Kids, Cold Stone Creamery, CVS Cor-
poration, Erin’s Helping Hands, JP
Licks, MIT Giving Tree, Pegasystems,
Redbones BBQ, Ropes & Gray LLP,
Rosie’s Bakery, Stella Bella Toys,
Toys for Tots, Uno Chicago Bar &
Grill, and Whole Foods Market. 

www.mbhp.org

To give you a sense of the impact
your gifts have had on families, I have
enclosed the following letter from one
of our program participants.

Dear Donor,
I would like to extend my sincere
gratitude to you for your thoughtful
and generous gift to the Childhood
Enrichment fund.Your gift will surely
bring lots of smiles and laughter to
my son this summer. It is such a
blessing to receive this help during
such difficult economic times, not
only for my family but for all who
receive help through your generosity.
For as a community, and a nation
as well, we all benefit from the
enrichment and uplifting experi-
ences that are given to our children.

I am inspired and motivated to
continue to help others while I strive
towards financial freedom. I look
forward to the opportunity to follow
your lead in giving to others and
uplifting the human spirit.Thank
you for giving my son the opportu-
nity to attend summer camp.

Thank you for the opportunities
you’ve provided for numerous fami-
lies, individuals and communities. 

Sincerely,

Julia E. Kehoe 
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The Massachusetts Nonprofit
Housing Association’s (MNPHA)

Legislative Briefing took place at the
State House on February 8. The
event was sponsored by Senator
Brian A. Joyce and Representative
Kevin Honan, Co-chairs of the Joint
Committee on Housing. Represen-
tatives from each of the nine regional
housing nonprofit agencies gathered
to present FY 2007 budget priorities
and to discuss the state-funded hous-
ing resources available in Massachu-
setts. Twenty-three MBHP staffers
were in attendance. “Housing is a
critically important issue,” said Rep.
Kevin Honan. “On behalf of the leg-
islature, I thank you for the services
you provide.”

MNPHA’s Budget Priorities are
• Housing Consumer Education

Centers (Request: $2 million)
• Massachusetts Rental Voucher

Program (Request: $36.3 million)
• Flexible Funds, including

Individual Self Sufficiency
Initiative (Request: $5 million)
Residential Assistance for
Families in Transition 
(Request: $5 million)

In addition MBHP requests 
continued funding for:
• Family Shelter

Mary Doyle, MBHP Director of
Policy and Program Development,
spoke about the Housing Consumer
Education Centers (HCEC). Each of
the nine regional housing agencies is
home to an HCEC, offering a drop-in
center open to the public as well 
as immediate assistance for those in 
crisis, tenant and property owner
education, and mediation. Funding
for HCEC is “money well spent,” said
Doyle. “It reaches tens of thousands
of people every year.”

Peter Gagliardi of HAP, Inc. dis-
cussed the benefits of the Massachu-
setts Rental Voucher Program (MRVP)
in light of the high cost of housing,

even in the lowest-rent areas of the
state. He used the example of a family
with a monthly income of $1,100. If
this family’s rent is $780 per month,
they are left with only $320 for utili-
ties, groceries, health care, clothing,
transportation, and any other expenses
necessary to maintain a household.
Gagliardi said, “There are many 
people working every day who need
assistance just to keep a roof over
their heads.”

Allison Rice of Housing Assis-
tance Corporation (HAC) outlined
the successful Residential Assistance
for Families in Transition Program
(RAFT). RAFT helps at-risk families
hold onto their housing by providing
flexible funds for rental and mort-
gage arrearages, utility arrearages,
and housing start-up costs. A cost-
effective alternative to shelter, RAFT
provides a maximum benefit of
$3,000 for qualified applicants. Rice
stated, “The first step to ending
homelessness is preventing it in the
first place.”

Jim Cuddy of South Middlesex
Opportunity Counsel, Inc. (SMOC)
spoke about the proposed Individual
Self-Sufficiency Initiative (ISSI). 
A sister program to RAFT, ISSI will
be a homelessness prevention and
rapid re-housing program for single
individual adults. Currently there 
is no homelessness prevention 
program for individuals who are
homeless. “We know how expensive
it is for society to let so many indi-
viduals be homeless,” said Cuddy,
“and we know it’s not expensive 
to intervene.”

Steve Dubuque of South Shore
Housing Development Corporation
took the direct approach in his clos-
ing remarks. “What I want the legis-
lature to do,” he said, “is give us all
the money we’re asking for.” With
continued advocacy and education,
hopefully our elected officials will do
exactly that. 2

MNPHA Legislative Briefing a SuccessLetter From the Executive DirectorMBHP’S PROGRAMS
• Rental housing assistance:

Section 8 housing voucher and
other subsidy programs that 
serve 7,500 disabled, elderly, 
formerly homeless, and other 
individuals and families through-
out Greater Boston.

• Housing Consumer Education
Center: an integrated network of
services that provides tenants and
property owners with housing
related information, workshops,
and programs.

• Scattered Site Family Emergency
Shelter: families who are tem-
porarily homeless stay in apart-
ments while they work to transi-
tion to permanent housing.

• Real Estate Services: equity 
services and asset management
oversight for 924 affordable rental
units, a loan program that keeps
homes accessible for an elder or a
person with a disability, and
affordable home ownership
opportunities.

TARGETED EFFORTS
• Housing choice and mobility:

information and counseling to
help low-income families move
from high-poverty to low-poverty
communities and to help them
combat housing discrimination.

• Economic self-sufficiency: working
with families to secure and sustain
quality housing as well as efforts
to increase income and assets.

Community Connections
Jane Tinlin, Anne Rousseau, Neil
Rohr, and Sam Johnson volun-
teered at Pie in the Sky in Novem-
ber 2005. Volunteer opportunities
for 2006 include the Boston Living
Center, St. Francis House, and
Cradles to Crayons. In order to pro-
vide a well-rounded understand-
ing of the network of programs
and services utilized by our partic-
ipants, MBHP employees are 

eligible to spend up to 7.5 hours
per month at agency-approved
organizations and events.

The Brown Bag
Lunch Series

MBHP’s Brown Bag Lunch Series
features housing-related guest

speakers with a variety of perspec-
tives. These presentations give staff
the opportunity to learn more about
affordable housing issues, find out
about MBHP’s advocacy efforts, and
meet interesting, successful people. 

The Brown Bag Committee
formed about a year ago when staff
members expressed an interest in
learning more about housing, partic-
ularly the career paths of prominent
housing professionals. Committee
member Kate Cunningham says,
“Brown bag lunches give me the
chance to interact with people in the
larger housing field—policymakers,
academics, advocates. Not only do I
learn more about issues affecting
MBHP and our clients, as a young
professional I hear interesting stories
from people who have made success-
ful careers in the non-profit sector.”

Last November, MBHP hosted a
presentation by Tom Plihcik, Research
Director for the Joint Committee on
Housing and Urban Development.
Tom gave a brief history of his career
in state government and spoke about
the housing issues facing the Massa-
chusetts Legislature this year. A lively
question and answer session followed.

The Brown Bag Committee is
always looking for new speakers.
If you would like to present at an
upcoming session, please contact
Mary Doyle at 617-425-6694. 2

Tom Plihcik discusses the hot button
housing issues of 2006.

Throughout the year, more than
100 families are helped by MBHP’s
SSFES Program. On any one night 60
families, including approximately 135
children, reside in our private market
units. Each participating family works
with a case manager and a housing
search worker to help them transition
to permanent housing. 2

Families Beat the
Mid-Winter Blues 

The theme of our first Mid-Winter
Birthday Party on March 7th was

“celebrate your birthday—no matter
when it is!” Hosted by the Childhood
Enrichment Committee, the event
brought 70 people from 30 families
to learn about summer camps, eat
pizza, and decorate cupcakes.

While the children busily con-
cocted works of art out of frosting
and gummi bears, their guardians met
with representatives from Brantwood
Camp, Crossroads for Kids, the Girl
Scouts Patriots’ Trail, and North
Cambridge Catholic High School.
Representatives from MBHP’s Housing
Consumer Education Center were
also on hand to help with housing-
related questions and referrals. 

Throughout the evening, families
collected information about a variety
of summer activities, as well as appli-
cations for the Childhood Enrichment
Fund, free books, and flyers for the
upcoming MBHP Book Club event.

Within days, completed Child-
hood Enrichment applications began
to appear in the office. Several have
already been approved.

“The event was a huge success,”
says Special Projects Coordinator
Elizabeth Guiney. “We’re so pleased
with the turnout, and the fact that
we were able to connect families
with resources both for childhood
enrichment and for everyday life.” 

The party was made possible in
part by A Moveable Feast, Viga, and
Zoo New England. 

The Childhood Enrichment Pro-
gram offers resources and financial
assistance to help children access ac-
tivities including summer camp, sports,
after-school activities, and music les-
sons. Initiated by a contribution from
an anonymous donor, the Childhood
Enrichment Fund has since received
funding from John Hancock Financial
Services and many individuals. Fifty-
three children were helped during
the summer of 2005. Families cur-
rently receiving services from MBHP
are eligible to apply. 2

MBHP NEEDS BOOKS!
We need donations of new or gently
used books for Read It!—a program
that provides free reading material to
our program participants. Thanks to
generous donors, 880 books have
been distributed so far in FY 2006. 

Books can be dropped off at our
office, 125 Lincoln Street, 5th Floor,
Boston, MA. We are especially in
need of picture books for children.
For more information, please contact
Carla Goncalves at 617-425-6644 or
carla.goncalves@mbhp.org. 




