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MISSION STATEMENT

MBHP’s mission is to ensure that
the region’s low- and moderate-
income individuals and families
have choice and mobility in finding
and retaining decent affordable
housing; all of our programs and
initiatives are designed to encour-
age housing stability, increased
economic self-sufficiency, and the
enhanced quality of the lives of
those we serve. To achieve our
mission and to promote efficient
service delivery, we work collabora-
tively with a broad array of service
providers and neighborhood-based
organizations.
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MIBHP Participates
in Homeless Census

n December 19th the City of

Boston conducted its annual
homeless census, and the results are
staggering: 6,365 people were identi-
fied as homeless, which represents a
nine percent increase from last year.

This year, MBHP staff members
joined forces with over 250 volun-
teers to count homeless individuals
and families, paying special attention
to elders and veterans. Volunteers
braved the wind and cold, and
walked the streets in groups of five
to ten. Homeless individuals who
were willing were transported to a
shelter for the night, or at least given
a blanket and a warm drink.

Blair Cushing of MBHP said, “My
hope is that the people we encoun-
tered that night benefited from our
assistance, even if only to realize that
there may be other options available.”

Lack of available rental assistance
subsidies has caused a crisis of “hid-
den homelessness” for families— the
fastest growing homeless population.
The census counted 1,355 homeless
children in Boston—a 39% increase
since 1995. Some of these families
were previously uncounted because
they were not eligible for shelter,
and are now able to access shelter
through the Department of Transi-
tional Assistance. Advocacy has been
the key to responding to this crisis.
After persuading the Legislature to
restore the shelter eligibility standard
to 130% of poverty on July 1st, the
denial rate for family shelter has
dropped from 54 to 30 percent.

Mayor Menino is now advocating
for the unspent money appropriated
for Hurricane Katrina evacuees to
be used towards helping Boston’s
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homeless population. As Nancy
Sullivan of MBHP so aptly stated,
“Fach year I participate (in the cen-
sus), I am reminded of the social and
economic inequities that lead to
homelessness, and I am even more
resolved to work on advocating for
programs that will help people secure
and maintain permanent housing.”
Continued advocacy and partner-
ships with the city and federal govern-
ment will help the thousands of peo-
ple currently in the shelter system to
obtain permanent housing. %2

Mayor Menino at the Fourth Annual
Property Owner Appreciation Evening.

MBHP Honors Five
Property Owners

BHP’s Fourth Annual Property

Owner Appreciation Evening
was held on October 19. The event,
created to thank the 4,000 property
owners who rent to MBHP tenants,
was hosted by Executive Director
Julia Kehoe and featured remarks by
Board of Directors Co-Chair Steven
Rioff, Director of the Department of
Housing and Community Develop-
ment (DHCD) Jane Wallis Gumble,
and featured speaker Boston Mayor
Thomas M. Menino. Nominated by
MBHP staff and tenants, five property
owners received appreciation awards:
Bernadette Charles, Vincent Craig,
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MBHP’'S PROGRAMS

¢ Rental housing assistance:
Section 8 housing voucher and
other subsidy programs that
serve 7,500 disabled, elderly,
formerly homeless, and other
individuals and families through-
out Greater Boston.

* Housing Consumer Education
Center: an integrated network of
services that provides tenants and
property owners with housing
related information, workshops,
and programs.

e Scattered Site Family Emergency
Shelter: families who are tem-
porarily homeless stay in apart-
ments while they work to transi-
tion to permanent housing.

* Real Estate Services: equity
services and asset management
oversight for 924 affordable rental
units, a loan program that keeps
homes accessible for an elder or a
person with a disability, and
affordable home ownership
opportunities.

TARGETED EFFORTS

* Housing choice and mobility:
information and counseling to
help low-income families move
from high-poverty to low-poverty
communities and to help them
combat housing discrimination.

* Economic self-sufficiency: working
with families to secure and sustain
quality housing as well as efforts
to increase income and assets.

Letter From the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

In these pages you will read about
a variety of initiatives that allow
us to meet our mission of providing
affordable housing, encouraging
economic self-sufficiency, and
enhancing the quality of the lives of
low-income households. Our efforts
are funded by a combination of
government, corporate and founda-
tion grants and individual or group
gifts. As a result, our programming
is innovative, collaborative, flexible
and secure.

As summer approaches, I would
like to draw your attention in partic-
ular to our Childhood Enrichment
Fund. Over the last year, these
monies have allowed us to not only
send children to camp, music les-
sons, and sports programs, but they
have enhanced our partnerships
with other community-based cultural,
academic, and athletic organizations.
Strengthening these partnerships has
allowed us to leverage and access
existing resources for our program
participants and fill gaps where nec-
essary. Many children who otherwise
would be home and in their own
words—"bored’—this summer, will
instead have fun and exciting experi-
ences that will remind them that they
are children and perhaps even
change their lives.

To give you a sense of the impact
your gifts have had on families, T have
enclosed the following letter from one
of our program participants.

Dear Donor,
I would like to extend my sincere
gratitude to you for your thoughtful
and generous gift to the Childhood
Enrichment fund.Your gift will surely
bring lots of smiles and laughter to
my son this summer. It is such a
blessing to receive this help during
such difficult economic times, not
only for my family but for all who
receive help through your generosity.
For as a community, and a nation
as well, we all benefit from the
enrichment and uplifting experi-
ences that are given to our children.
I am inspired and motivated to
continue to help others while | strive
towards financial freedom. I look
forward to the opportunity to follow
your lead in giving to others and
uplifting the human spirit. Thank
you for giving my son the opportu-
nity to attend summer camp.

Thank you for the opportunities
you've provided for numerous fami-
lies, individuals and communities.

Sincerely,

AMQL 2. Kehpe

Julia E. Kehoe

Community Connections
JaneTinlin, Anne Rousseau, Neil
Rohr, and Sam Johnson volun-
teered at Pie in the Sky in Novem-
ber 2005. Volunteer opportunities
for 2006 include the Boston Living
Center, St. Francis House, and
Cradles to Crayons. In order to pro-
vide a well-rounded understand-
ing of the network of programs
and services utilized by our partic-
ipants, MBHP employees are

eligible to spend up to 7.5 hours
per month at agency-approved
organizations and events.
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