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MISSION STATEMENT

MBHP’s mission is to ensure that the
region’s low- and moderate-income
individuals and families have choice
and mobility in finding and retaining
decent affordable housing; all of our
programs and initiatives are designed
to encourage housing stability,
increased economic self-sufficiency,
and the enhanced quality of the lives
of those we serve. To achieve our mis-
sion and to promote efficient service
delivery, we work collaboratively with
a broad array of service providers and
neighborhood-based organizations.
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MBHP says ‘Thank You with Fifth Annual
Property Owner Appreciation Evening

he business atmosphere of

MBHP’s Housing Consumer
Education Center was transformed
into a celebration as the fifth annual

Property Owner Appreciation Evening

began on Monday, November 20th.
The event featured keynote speaker
Congressman Barney Frank, hors
d’oeuvres, a jazz trio, and awards for
five outstanding property owners.
Nearly 100 property owners, staff,
members of our board of directors,
service providers, and friends of the
agency were in attendance.

The Property Owner Appreciation

Evening was created to honor the
thousands of landlords who provide
affordable housing to more than
7,200 families, elders, and people
with disabilities in Greater Boston.
Julia Kehoe, MBHP’s Executive
Director, welcomed property owners
by saying, “...it becomes very clear
that the vast majority of affordable
housing for extremely low-income
households wouldn’t exist without
you. There’s no ribbon to cut, shovel
to dig, or bottle of champagne to
slam against the side of a boat—but
we wanted to mark your achieve-
ments and say thanks.”

Lowell Richards, Co-chairman of
MBHP’s Board of Directors, presented
Representative Frank with the Com-
munity Leadership Award. Richards
spoke about Frank’s commitment to
housing issues and his work to pre-
vent disastrous cuts to federal pro-
grams, particularly the Housing
Choice Voucher Program (Section 8).

“Every time they tried to cut
Section 8 we got nationwide support
to preserve the program,” said Frank.

everyone deserves a place to call home

Congressman Barney Frank with award
winning property owner Banita Burgess.

“We should put the preservation of
every single affordable unit at the
top of our agenda.”

Frank said, “It is now undeniable
that housing isn’t just a valuable
social resource, but an economic
one. If we don’t do more to support
housing, the economy gets hurt.”

Five landlords received the
Property Owner Appreciation Award
for outstanding service. Whether they
made financial sacrifices, did major
rehabilitation work, or faced difficult
issues, they each demonstrate unpar-
alleled dedication to their tenants.
Our 2006 award recipients were:

e Curtis and Sonia Bailey—
Bridgewater

¢ Banita Burgess—Mattapan

e Carl Daniel—Milton

e Errol and Princess Lloyd—
Hyde Park

* Boyd Robinson—Dorchester

continued on page 6




MBHP'S PROGRAMS

¢ Rental Housing Assistance:
Section 8 housing voucher and other
subsidy programs that serve 7,200
disabled, elderly, formerly homeless,
and other individuals and families
throughout Greater Boston.

Housing Supports: Programs to serve
tenants, property owners and others
with securing, stabilizing, or improv-
ing their housing. These include:

Housing Consumer Education Center:
An integrated network of services
that provides housing related infor-
mation, workshops, programs, and
emergency financial assistance.

Boston Homelessness Prevention
Clearinghouse: A program to
coordinate homelessness prevention
services in the City of Boston.

Scattered Site Family Emergency
Shelter: Families who are tempo-
rarily homeless stay in apartments
while they work to transition to
permanent housing.

Real Estate Services: Equity services
and asset management oversight
for 924 affordable rental units, a
loan program that keeps homes
accessible for elders or people with
disabilities, and affordable home
ownership opportunities.

TARGETED EFFORTS

* Housing Choice and Mobility:
Information and counseling to help
low-income families move from high-
poverty to low-poverty communities
and to help them combat housing
discrimination.

* Economic Self-Sufficiency: Case man-
agement and support to secure and
sustain quality housing as well as
efforts to increase income and assets.

¢ Enhanced Quality of Life: Access to
summer camps, reading material,
and cultural opportunities especially
for children, elders, and people with
disabilities.

Letter From the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

e hope you are enjoying a

healthy and happy start to
2007! On behalf of the Board of
Directors, staff, and program partici-
pants of MBHP, thank you very much
for all you have done this year to
help us meet our mission to prevent
homelessness, stabilize housing, and
increase economic opportunities for
low-income families and individuals.

In this newsletter, you will read
about two recent events that high-
light the importance of your support
and showcase our greatest strengths:
the property owners, program partic-
ipants, and staff of MBHP.

Our annual Property Owner
Appreciation event allows us to thank
the more than 4,000 property owners
who provide housing for approximate-
ly 7,200 households in Greater Boston.
This year, in addition to honoring five
property owners who went “above
and beyond” to improve the lives of
their tenants, we awarded Congress-
man Barney Frank, the evening’s key-
note speaker, with our first Commu-
nity Leadership Award. Thanks to his
persistence, commitment to affordable
housing, and leadership in Washing-
ton, the major housing resources
targeted to extremely low-income
households remain intact. We look
forward to continuing to work with

the Congressman and the rest of the
Massachusetts delegation to improve
and increase these resources, most
notably the Housing Choice Voucher
Program (commonly referred to as
Section 8).

In December, we hosted our
annual Holiday Party for the children
in our Scattered Site Emergency
Shelter program. Thanks to the gen-
erosity of our sponsors, we expanded
the party, moving it to Maggiano’s
Little Ttaly and inviting children in
other rental assistance programs
including Katrina Rental Assistance for
Families in Transition (KRAFT) for
hurricane evacuees. The event was an
enormous success, and the families
who attended are still talking about it!
We look forward to continuing to host
these parties, as they bring such joy to
so many in what would otherwise be
the most difficult time of the year.

In closing, none of this would
be possible without the hard work
and dedication of MBHP’s cracker-
jack staff. Thank you all.

Sincerely,

%MLL 2. Kehpe

Julia E. Kehoe

SAVE THE DATE!

A PLACETO CALL HOME: MBHP'S ANNUAL UPDATE

Wednesday, March 7th from 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.
at the offices of Ropes & Gray LLP
One International Place, Boston

Join us for food, friends, and festivities as we highlight where
we've been and where we're going in 2007 and beyond!

ALL ARE WELCOME.

TO RSVP, PLEASE CALL 617-425-6767.




Visit the New
www.mbhp.org!

We are pleased to announce
the recent launch of our new
website, www.mbhp.org.

The site was designed and
developed by Boston Web Design.
Team members included Chuck
Murphy, Jaclyn Roth, Scott Noonan,
Kyle Sinclair, and Lewis Goulden.
They were tasked with creating an
organized, informational, and wel-
coming site for MBHP’s tenants,
property owners, and supporters as
well as the public. The new website
features real-time apartment listings,
program information, and helpful
resources including forms and fre-
quently asked questions.

“MBHP has become a local
leader in supporting the housing
needs within our community,” said
Chuck Murphy, president of Boston
Web Design. “It was a pleasure to
work with such a talented staff to
develop a new website that reflects
their established, prominent organi-
zation and promote their programs.”

“We are thrilled with our new
website,” says Julia Kehoe, MBHP’s
Executive Director. “In addition to
improving our internet presence,
www.mbhp.org will allow us to bet-
ter serve our program participants
while providing improved options
for fundraising and advocacy.”

Please remember MBHP when
you shop on amazon.com. Go to the
“How to Help” page at mbhp.org,
click on the Amazon banner, and
start shopping. MBHP will receive a
percentage of each purchase at no
cost to you.

e deserves
lace to call hor

Embracing the Mission Award Winners

our staff members were presented
with the Embracing the Mission
Award at MBHP’s holiday party.

Kate Cunningham—

Tenant Services Manager, Housing
Consumer Education Center

Kate works tirelessly on behalf of
participants in the Housing Consumer
Education Center. She is incredibly
thorough and works with people in
a holistic way to make sure their
housing is stabilized through the
creative use of all appropriate
resources. Kate carries her own case-
load in addition to providing guid-
ance and support for the five staff
members she supervises. She also
chairs a committee to develop a
workshop curriculum for tenants and
frequently facilitates budgeting work-
shops. Kate can often be found at
MBHP burning the midnight oil to
get people the help they need. She
is a terrific manager who stays cool
under pressure and works hard.

Thomas Graham—Program
Representative, Rental Assistance
Tom is an excellent team player who
participates in several committees and
projects. He has negotiated lower
rents for his tenants, conducted out-
reach to property owners and man-
agement companies to increase our
apartment listings, and has researched
housing options for families without
subsidies. He has a very positive atti-
tude and is always willing to take on
additional responsibilities in order to
improve housing choices for all of
MBHP’s individuals and families.
According to his supervisor Jasiel
Fernandez-Bido, Tom has an “excel-
lent working relationship with his co-
workers” which comes from his
“jovial, genuine personality as well as
the humility which characterizes him.”

Sylvia Revay—Case Manager
Specialist, Housing Consumer
Education Center

Sylvia has made a dramatic and posi-
tive impact at MBHP. In addition to

Award winners Kate Cunningbam, Tom
Grabam, Sylvia Revay, and Tunji Clary

providing support and understanding
for tenants with long-term mental
health issues, she has become a
mentor to staff members who fre-
quently solicit her assistance and
advice. Sylvia has also been an
invaluable asset to the Katrina Rental
Assistance for Families in Transition
Program (KRAFT) through her work
to find resources and permanent
housing for survivors of Hurricane
Katrina. Sylvia is funny, smart, com-
passionate, caring, personable, and
professional. She does what it takes
to get the job done, never com-
plains, and always maintains a posi-
tive outlook. Sylvia has taken MBHP
to a higher level.

Tunji Clary—Housing Search

Worker, Scattered Site Family
Emergency Shelter (SSFES)

Tunji has been a housing search
worker in the SSFES for almost five
years. She has worked with hundreds
of families in their search for perma-
nent affordable housing, establishing
strong contacts at the local housing
authorities and management compa-
nies. Tunji also works with Rental
Assistance staff to quickly and effi-
ciently move families out of shelter
and into permanent housing. She
never gives up on a family if a hous-
ing opportunity falls through—contin-
uing to work until the family finds the
most appropriate housing possible.
She is compassionate, caring, and a
great advocate for homeless families.
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Property Owner

Appreciation Evening
continued from front cover

The Property Owner Appreciation
Evening was made possible by
Sovereign Bank of New England,
Appleby & Wyman Insurance Agency,
Boston Private Bank & Trust Com-
pany, the Hearthstone Corporation,
Codman Square Neighborhood
Development Corporation, Pine Street
Inn, Adams & Sammon Counsellors
at Law, Automatic Temperature
Control Corporation, Krokidas &
Bluestein LLP, M.D. Guappone
Insurance Agency, Meredith & Grew
Inc., New Chelsea Realty Group,
W.B. Mason Company, 31 Boston
LLC/Regan Management LLC, St.
Francis, House, Delta Dental, and
Boston Building Materials Co-op.

Property owners Errol and Princess Lloyd are congratulated by Lowell Richards

and Julia Kehoe.




