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OUR MISSION
MBHP strives to guarantee that all low- and
moderate-income residents are decently
housed and have the maximum amount of
choice and mobility. We shelter homeless
families, expand housing options for low-
income tenants, promote homeownership
and financial security among the working
poor, and increase the supply of affordable
rental housing. 

All of our initiatives are designed to encour-
age housing stability, increase economic
self-sufficiency and enhance quality of life. 
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MBHP Property
Owners Honored 

L ast fall, MBHP presented 
seven property owners with
special recognition awards at

the agency’s Third Annual Property
Owner Appreciation Evening. 
The event’s keynote speaker, U.S.
Congressman Michael Capuano,
spoke of his continued commitment
to affordable housing and the
Section 8 program, while also thank-
ing property owners for their role in
making the program so successful.
“Although the Section 8 program has
been under tremendous pressure
recently, small property owners such
as this year’s honorees continue to
be the heart of affordable housing 
in Greater Boston,” said Julia Kehoe,
MBHP’s executive director. “They’ve
proven that one person can make a
difference by addressing the housing
needs of low-income individuals and
families.” The award recipients were
Norma Oliver, Edwin Alicea, Joe Frate,
Chris Duffy, Steve Chaletzky, Daniel
Jones, and David Shum. 2
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MBHP is Spotlight
Organization at
JALSA Award Event

On March 2, 2005 at the
Westin Hotel in Copley
Place, 300 people gathered

to honor Esther Schlorholtz and her
employer, Boston Private Bank &
Trust Company, where Esther serves
as Vice President and Community
Reinvestment Officer. Esther was
pleased to note an unanticipated
MBHP connection: Norma Oliver
(see photo at left) had purchased her
home with a mortgage from Boston
Private Bank. 

The Jewish Alliance for Law 
and Social Action (JALSA) presented
Esther with the Distinguished
Community Leadership Award for
her decades of passionate dedica-
tion and tireless work increasing
affordable housing opportunities
and revitalizing neighborhoods in
greater Boston. 

MBHP Executive Director, Julia Kehoe,
(right) honored landlord, Norma Oliver,
for her guidance and patience with
teenage tenants following the death of 
a parent.

The Jewish Alliance for Law and Social
Action presented Esther Schlorholtz (an
MBHP board member) with the Distin-
guished Community Leadership Award.

(cont. on back cover)

U.S. Congressman Michael Capuano
speaks at the Third Annual Property
Owner Appreciation Evening.

MBHP Program Puts
Home Ownership
Within Reach
MBHP’s Homes for Good connects
low-and moderate-income first-time
home buyers with affordable home
ownership opportunities in Greater
Boston. 

What are the requirements?
Prospective home buyers must 
complete an application, be pre-
approved for a mortgage and have a
maximum household income of not
more than 80 percent of the area
median income.

Where are the homes located?
While homes are available through-
out the state, most of the homes in
MBHP’s region are located in
Arlington, Bedford, Chelsea, North
Reading, Wakefield, and Wilmington.

Where do I get more information?
To hear about upcoming homes for
sale, join MBHP’s “ready to buy list”
by submitting an application with a
mortgage pre-approval letter to
MBHP. Once on the list, buyers will
be contacted as opportunities arise.

Applications and information are
available online at www.mbhp.org or
by contacting Jeffrey Cordon at 617-
425-6605, Jeffrey.Cordon@mbhp.org

www.mbhp.org

Metropolitan 

Boston Housing 

Partnership

125 Lincoln Street, 5th Floor
Boston, MA 02111

617-859-0400

As a member of the MBHP Board 
of Directors since 1998, and of our
Executive and Real Estate Committees,
Esther chose MBHP as one of the
event’s four spotlight organizations. 

MBHP was featured on several
pages of the evening’s program book
to highlight its work. We also received
25 lovely table centerpieces—baskets
filled with household items donated
by JALSA as gifts to newly housed
MBHP families and individuals. A
video interview with our Executive
Director, Julia Kehoe, was shown to
the gathering as well. “With afford-
able rents, flexible funds for securing
housing, and connections to commu-
nity supports, we have found that
anyone, even those considered most
difficult to serve, can be successfully
housed.” Julia told the assembled
guests. 2

JALSA Award Event  (cont. from p.1)

As part of the Homes for Good Pro-
gram, MBHP brokered the sale of
this affordable two-bedroom Wilming-
ton house to a happy first-time buyer.

To supplement the state-funded
Residential Assistance for
Families in Transition (RAFT)

Program and the Staying Home Pro-
gram (made possible with an initial
grant from The Boston Foundation),
MBHP recently established two new
funds. The Emergency Assistance Fund
and the Children’s Enrichment Fund
are set up to allow maximum speed
and flexibility in responding to needs.

With RAFT funds, we provided
184 low-income families with direct
financial assistance and referrals to
community-based supports necessary
to prevent homelessness and stabilize
their housing. The Staying Home 
Program assists elders and people
with disabilities—allowing them to
improve their housing situations and
retain their independence. 

New MBHP Flexible Funds
Emergency Assistance Fund 
• Why this fund? Having seen how

effectively RAFT funds prevented
family homelessness, we established
this fund to prevent homelessness
for people not served by RAFT.

• Available to: all MBHP program
participants not eligible for RAFT.

• How it’s used to prevent homeless-
ness: provides short-term limited
financial assistance to households
for first and last month’s rent,
security deposits, utility start-up
and arrears, storage and moving
costs as well as minor repairs,
transportation to doctors, or clean-
ing necessary to prevent eviction.

• How it is currently funded:
Initial anonymous $75,000 grant. 

Ginny Macon (not her real name)
had finally found an affordable
apartment suitable for herself
and her two children. With a
yearly income of $12,864 she
was at risk of remaining home-
less because she could not pay
the security deposit of $1,680.
Once settled into her new home
with timely support from MBHP’s
Emergency Assistance Fund,
Ginny wrote the following letter:

Dear MBHP Emergency 
Assistance Committee,

Hello my name is Ginny Macon and
I’ve received a (generous) amount of
money from the Emergency Assis-
tance Fund Program. My family and
I would like to thank you so much
for being generous enough to help
out less fortunate families like ours
by providing us with donations and
assistance. I do not know of any
other way to show my thanks to you
and how much my children and I
appreciate what you’ve done for us.
It really means more than just a
favor or assistance—with your help
we have our own place and we 
really are proud.Without your help
my family and I would really be
struggling. So once again thank you
very much and may God bless you.

Sincerely, Ginny Macon

Children’s Enrichment Fund 
• Why this fund? Having seen how

elders and people with disabilities
benefit from the Staying Home
program, and how shelter children
benefit from many state- and city-
funded resources targeted to shel-
tered children only, we established
this fund to extend similar benefits
to children in our rental assistance
programs. 

• Available to: all children in our
rental assistance programs.

• How it is used: to increase access to
social and cultural opportunities that
will enhance the lives and improve
the futures of low-income children
(e.g. summer camp, after school
sports, school field trips, music les-
sons, foreign language instruction,
symphony, theater, ballet).

• How it is currently funded:
Initial anonymous $25,000 grant.

For more information about the
Children’s Enrichment Fund, see
Your Birthday…Your Gift, on pg. 4.

We continue to seek donations for
these two funds that allow us to
respond quickly to a wide variety 
of needs.2
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MBHP Establishes Two Flexible Funds MBHP is grateful to the donors 
below for their generous support.
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State Street Global Philanthropy Program
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MBHP’S PROGRAMS
• Rental housing assistance:

Section 8 housing voucher and
other subsidy programs that serve
more than 7,000 disabled, elderly,
formerly homeless, and other
individuals and families through-
out Greater Boston.

• Housing Consumer Education
Center: an integrated network of
services that provides tenants and
property owners with housing
related information, workshops,
and programs.

• Scattered Site Family Emergency
Shelter: families who are tem-
porarily homeless stay in apart-
ments while they work to transi-
tion to permanent housing.

• Real Estate Services: equity 
services and asset management
oversight for 924 affordable rental
units, a loan program that keeps
homes accessible for an elder or a
person with a disability, and
affordable home ownership
opportunities.

TARGETED EFFORTS
• Housing choice and mobility:

information and counseling to
help low-income families move
from highpoverty to low-poverty
communities and to help them
combat housing discrimination.

• Economic self-sufficiency: working
with families to secure and sustain
quality housing as well as efforts
to increase income and assets.

Your Birthday… Your Gift

Turning 40? 50? 60? Or staying 
29 forever? Whatever your age,

consider asking those who help 
you celebrate to give a gift in your
honor to MBHP’s new Children’s
Enrichment Fund. 

In the spring of 2004, 12-year-
old Elena Garcia overcame her
fears about attending a camp
for the first time to enjoy an
opportunity made possible with
a donation from Associate
Grant Makers Summer Fund.
She felt uncertain as she left
the MBHP shelter, where she
and her mother were tempo-
rarily living, and boarded the
bus on the first day of camp.
But by the end of that first day
at Camp Ponkawissett in the
Blue Hills of Milton, Elena had
made friends and felt that she
had a new home—a “summer
home in the woods.” This spring
Elena has been invited back—
as a Counselor in Training.

New MBHP Fund
Recently initiated with a $25,000
anonymous donation, the Childhood
Enrichment Fund is used to ensure
that, like Elena, more of MBHP’s
children will be able to participate 
in music lessons, after-school sports,
dance, theater or summer camp—
activities that enrich and improve
both their present and future lives. 

Your gift donations can be made:
• Online with credit card via our

secure server at www.mbhp.org.
• By check payable to MBHP 

Children’s Enrichment Fund.

Thank you…
and 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!

Dear Friends,

Thanks to a broad coalition of
stakeholders, efforts to change

the nature of the Section 8 program
were defeated last year. While many 
housing authorities have had to
struggle with inadequate funding,
existing program participants have
not yet lost assistance because of
budget shortfalls. However, the
assault on Section 8 and other low-
income housing programs continues.

Last month, legislation was intro-
duced in the House and Senate to
reform Section 8 and Public Housing.
The proposed changes would drasti-
cally alter the programs and negatively
affect extremely low-income families,
disabled individuals and elders.

Housing authorities could
choose to no longer subsidize the
poorest families, assist fewer tenants,
charge rents that are not necessarily
affordable, impose time limits, and
prohibit tenants from moving.

Inadequate funding for Section 8
is certain to follow, as the Department
of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD)’s rationale for the reform is
that the program is too expensive.
As a result, housing authorities will
be forced to make choices that may
be contrary to their goals or missions.
In high market areas in particular,
the consequences will be devastating.

For example, in Massachusetts
the cost of housing is so high that
the only way to really ‘save’ money
is to reduce the number of vouchers
or assistance payments. Furthermore,
any reduction in the number of
households served is likely to
increase other costs (e.g. shelter), as
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Legislative Day at the State House

Tuesday, February 15, 2005 was
Legislative Day for MBHP and

the other eight regional agencies that
administer Section 8 housing in the
Commonwealth. MBHP Update inter-
viewed one of our participants—
Supported Housing Program
Representative, Kate Cunningham.

Update: How many MBHP staff took
part, Kate?

Kate: There were seventeen of us
from MBHP

Update: What was the goal of this
effort?

Kate: To inform the state’s lawmakers
about the importance of funding for
affordable housing and low-income
families and individuals, especially the
need for rental assistance, and flexible
funds that can be used for security
deposits or to prevent eviction. 

Update: Were you able to bring our
budget priorities to your legislators?

Kate: Yes, I met with Representative
Sciortino in his office. It was an
excellent exchange since he had
questions for us too.

Update: What did he ask you?

Kate: He was looking for housing
options for people between jobs and
with no family in the area. We told
him about SRO (single room occu-
pancy) options, such as the YWCA.
This lead naturally to another topic
we wanted to bring up. We also sug-
gested he refer people to our HCEC.
We then followed up with a funding
request for the HCEC.

Update: There was a general meet-
ing too, wasn’t there?

Kate: Yes. There was a large brief-
ing that included legislators, their
aides, staff from all the regional
housing offices, and the press. Two
people from MBHP spoke. Julia
Kehoe, our Executive Director spoke
about State-Funded Voucher Pro-
grams. Mary Doyle, Director of
Policy and Program Development,
spoke about the need to continue
funding for RAFT (Residential
Assistance for Families in Transition,
a state-funded program). 

Update: What was your overall reac-
tion to this effort?

Kate: Very positive. It’s good to know
that legislators are approachable and
to see that they truly care about
affordable housing in our state. 

Mary Doyle, Director of Policy and
Program Development, elaborates
further on MBHP priorities.

MBHP advocates for adequate
affordable housing and

resources necessary to end home-
lessness. Our state budget priorities
include both strengthening several
current programs administered by
MBHP and making more flexible
funds available. Our specific funding
requests are: 

1. Housing Consumer Education
Centers (HCEC): $1,500,000 

2. State-Funded Voucher Programs: 
• Massachusetts Rental Voucher

Program: $44,283,345 (funds are
needed to strengthen the exist-
ing program and to initiate a
pilot program to assist working
individuals and families) 

• Alternative Housing Voucher
Program: $4,000,000

3. Flexible Funds to Prevent
Homelessness—for 
Individuals and Families:
• Individual Self Sufficiency

Initiative (ISSI): $5,000,000 
• Residential Assistance for

Families in Transition (RAFT):
$4,000,000—and change the
income eligibility level from
130% of the federal poverty
level to 50% of the Area 
Median Income (AMI).

4. Family Emergency Shelter
Program: $73,637,389, and raise
the income eligibility for shelter
from 100% to 130% of the federal
poverty level 2
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the majority of those assisted are
extremely low-income. Random time
limits, without initiatives to build
income or enhance self-sufficiency,
will lead to increased homelessness
as low-wage workers (even those
with multiple jobs) need rental assis-
tance to bridge the gap between
inadequate wages and high housing
costs. Because developers will not
be able to rely on a steady income

stream, affordable housing develop-
ment will decline. Finally, communi-
ties and individuals will suffer as
low-income households will be 
further concentrated in areas of 
high poverty.

MBHP will continue to work
with local and national organizations
in order to prevent such harmful
changes to the programs. If you
would like to help, please call your
Senators and Representatives (toll
free 888-818-6641) and ask them to
continue to work to fully fund the
Section 8 program and to ensure that
it is maintained as a critical tool to
house low-income families and indi-
viduals in the Commonwealth. You
may also call Mary Doyle, MBHP’s
Director of Policy and Program
Development, at (617) 425-6784 for
more information.

Thank you for your continued
support.

Sincerely,

Julia E. Kehoe
Executive Director

www.mbhp.org

Legislative Day Interview with Kate Cunningham Letter From the Executive Director

MBHP and Partners Advocate for Housing

A s part of an ongoing effort to encourage government officials
to reinvest in housing for extremely low-income households,
MBHP, other housing and service providers, and several

statewide organizations have developed a statement reflecting a
shared philosophy that we use in our advocacy efforts. 

Joint Vision Statement 
We believe that ending and preventing homelessness is possible. With
affordable rents, flexible funds for securing housing and connections
to community supports, we have found that anyone—even those con-
sidered chronically homeless—can be successfully housed. For this
reason, we believe that state and federal funds should be targeted to
producing, preserving, and ensuring access to affordable housing, and
providing cost-effective health care and supportive services necessary
to stabilize tenancies. 

Unfortunately, the current housing and service delivery system fails to
meet the needs of extremely poor people, and therefore requires us to
rely on emergency shelters for basic health and safety. The state will
realize savings only by making a significant investment in housing. In
the meantime, not investing in both housing and shelter will result in
growing economic and human costs. 

Citizens’ Housing and Planning Association

Committee to End Elder Homelessness

Homes for Families

HomeStart

Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless

Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance

Metropolitan Boston Housing Partnership

Massachusetts Nonprofit Housing Association

Pine Street Inn

Project Hope

Women’s Lunch Place

Help communicate the need for safe, affordable housing to your repre-
sentatives. For more information, contact Mary Doyle, Director of Policy
and Program Development, at 617-425-6694. 

——————————————————

In high market areas in 
particular, the consequences 

will be devastating.

——————————————————

——————————————————

There was a large briefing that
included legislators, their aides,

staff from all the regional 
housing offices, and the press.

——————————————————

——————————————————

Please call your Senators 
and Representatives 

(888-818-6641) and ask them 
to continue to work to fully 
fund the Section 8 program.
——————————————————
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MBHP Property
Owners Honored 

L ast fall, MBHP presented 
seven property owners with
special recognition awards at

the agency’s Third Annual Property
Owner Appreciation Evening. 
The event’s keynote speaker, U.S.
Congressman Michael Capuano,
spoke of his continued commitment
to affordable housing and the
Section 8 program, while also thank-
ing property owners for their role in
making the program so successful.
“Although the Section 8 program has
been under tremendous pressure
recently, small property owners such
as this year’s honorees continue to
be the heart of affordable housing 
in Greater Boston,” said Julia Kehoe,
MBHP’s executive director. “They’ve
proven that one person can make a
difference by addressing the housing
needs of low-income individuals and
families.” The award recipients were
Norma Oliver, Edwin Alicea, Joe Frate,
Chris Duffy, Steve Chaletzky, Daniel
Jones, and David Shum. 2
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MBHP is Spotlight
Organization at
JALSA Award Event

On March 2, 2005 at the
Westin Hotel in Copley
Place, 300 people gathered

to honor Esther Schlorholtz and her
employer, Boston Private Bank &
Trust Company, where Esther serves
as Vice President and Community
Reinvestment Officer. Esther was
pleased to note an unanticipated
MBHP connection: Norma Oliver
(see photo at left) had purchased her
home with a mortgage from Boston
Private Bank. 

The Jewish Alliance for Law 
and Social Action (JALSA) presented
Esther with the Distinguished
Community Leadership Award for
her decades of passionate dedica-
tion and tireless work increasing
affordable housing opportunities
and revitalizing neighborhoods in
greater Boston. 

MBHP Executive Director, Julia Kehoe,
(right) honored landlord, Norma Oliver,
for her guidance and patience with
teenage tenants following the death of 
a parent.

The Jewish Alliance for Law and Social
Action presented Esther Schlorholtz (an
MBHP board member) with the Distin-
guished Community Leadership Award.

(cont. on back cover)

U.S. Congressman Michael Capuano
speaks at the Third Annual Property
Owner Appreciation Evening.

MBHP Program Puts
Home Ownership
Within Reach
MBHP’s Homes for Good connects
low-and moderate-income first-time
home buyers with affordable home
ownership opportunities in Greater
Boston. 

What are the requirements?
Prospective home buyers must 
complete an application, be pre-
approved for a mortgage and have a
maximum household income of not
more than 80 percent of the area
median income.

Where are the homes located?
While homes are available through-
out the state, most of the homes in
MBHP’s region are located in
Arlington, Bedford, Chelsea, North
Reading, Wakefield, and Wilmington.

Where do I get more information?
To hear about upcoming homes for
sale, join MBHP’s “ready to buy list”
by submitting an application with a
mortgage pre-approval letter to
MBHP. Once on the list, buyers will
be contacted as opportunities arise.

Applications and information are
available online at www.mbhp.org or
by contacting Jeffrey Cordon at 617-
425-6605, Jeffrey.Cordon@mbhp.org
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As a member of the MBHP Board 
of Directors since 1998, and of our
Executive and Real Estate Committees,
Esther chose MBHP as one of the
event’s four spotlight organizations. 

MBHP was featured on several
pages of the evening’s program book
to highlight its work. We also received
25 lovely table centerpieces—baskets
filled with household items donated
by JALSA as gifts to newly housed
MBHP families and individuals. A
video interview with our Executive
Director, Julia Kehoe, was shown to
the gathering as well. “With afford-
able rents, flexible funds for securing
housing, and connections to commu-
nity supports, we have found that
anyone, even those considered most
difficult to serve, can be successfully
housed.” Julia told the assembled
guests. 2
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As part of the Homes for Good Pro-
gram, MBHP brokered the sale of
this affordable two-bedroom Wilming-
ton house to a happy first-time buyer.

To supplement the state-funded
Residential Assistance for
Families in Transition (RAFT)

Program and the Staying Home Pro-
gram (made possible with an initial
grant from The Boston Foundation),
MBHP recently established two new
funds. The Emergency Assistance Fund
and the Children’s Enrichment Fund
are set up to allow maximum speed
and flexibility in responding to needs.

With RAFT funds, we provided
184 low-income families with direct
financial assistance and referrals to
community-based supports necessary
to prevent homelessness and stabilize
their housing. The Staying Home 
Program assists elders and people
with disabilities—allowing them to
improve their housing situations and
retain their independence. 

New MBHP Flexible Funds
Emergency Assistance Fund 
• Why this fund? Having seen how

effectively RAFT funds prevented
family homelessness, we established
this fund to prevent homelessness
for people not served by RAFT.

• Available to: all MBHP program
participants not eligible for RAFT.

• How it’s used to prevent homeless-
ness: provides short-term limited
financial assistance to households
for first and last month’s rent,
security deposits, utility start-up
and arrears, storage and moving
costs as well as minor repairs,
transportation to doctors, or clean-
ing necessary to prevent eviction.

• How it is currently funded:
Initial anonymous $75,000 grant. 

Ginny Macon (not her real name)
had finally found an affordable
apartment suitable for herself
and her two children. With a
yearly income of $12,864 she
was at risk of remaining home-
less because she could not pay
the security deposit of $1,680.
Once settled into her new home
with timely support from MBHP’s
Emergency Assistance Fund,
Ginny wrote the following letter:

Dear MBHP Emergency 
Assistance Committee,

Hello my name is Ginny Macon and
I’ve received a (generous) amount of
money from the Emergency Assis-
tance Fund Program. My family and
I would like to thank you so much
for being generous enough to help
out less fortunate families like ours
by providing us with donations and
assistance. I do not know of any
other way to show my thanks to you
and how much my children and I
appreciate what you’ve done for us.
It really means more than just a
favor or assistance—with your help
we have our own place and we 
really are proud.Without your help
my family and I would really be
struggling. So once again thank you
very much and may God bless you.

Sincerely, Ginny Macon

Children’s Enrichment Fund 
• Why this fund? Having seen how

elders and people with disabilities
benefit from the Staying Home
program, and how shelter children
benefit from many state- and city-
funded resources targeted to shel-
tered children only, we established
this fund to extend similar benefits
to children in our rental assistance
programs. 

• Available to: all children in our
rental assistance programs.

• How it is used: to increase access to
social and cultural opportunities that
will enhance the lives and improve
the futures of low-income children
(e.g. summer camp, after school
sports, school field trips, music les-
sons, foreign language instruction,
symphony, theater, ballet).

• How it is currently funded:
Initial anonymous $25,000 grant.

For more information about the
Children’s Enrichment Fund, see
Your Birthday…Your Gift, on pg. 4.

We continue to seek donations for
these two funds that allow us to
respond quickly to a wide variety 
of needs.2
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