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MISSION STATEMENT

MBHP’s mission is to ensure that the
region’s low- and moderate-income
individuals and families have choice
and mobility in finding and retaining
decent affordable housing; all of our
programs and initiatives are designed
to encourage housing stability, increase
economic self-sufficiency, and enhance
the quality of the lives of those we
serve. To achieve our mission and to
promote efficient service delivery, we
work collaboratively with a broad array
of service providers and neighborhood-
based organizations.
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MBHP Launches Foreclosure Prevention
and Tenancy Preservation Initiative

I n response to the state’s foreclosure
crisis, MBHP has founded a
Foreclosure Prevention and Tenancy
Preservation Initiative. Grants from
The Boston Foundation, the City of
Boston, and the United Way of
Massachusetts Bay and Merrimack
Valley have enabled us to deepen
our expertise in serving tenants in
foreclosed properties and to hire a
foreclosure prevention counselor to
work solely with property owners.
One of the key goals of the
Foreclosure Prevention and Tenancy
Preservation Initiative is to show that
there are alternatives to foreclosure
and that a property, even if fore-

closed upon, can be sold with ten-
ants in place—especially if the ten-
ants receive state or federal rental
assistance. What spurred us to action
was an analysis done by our agency
of foreclosure data in court records
and other sources.

“We were stunned by what we
found,” says Chris Norris, MBHP's
executive director. “Fifteen percent
of the properties facing foreclosure
in Suffolk County in a 10-month
period were in MBHP’s database.”
It is not unusual for tenants to be
told by the foreclosing entity that
they must move immediately—a

continued on page 3

25th Anniversary Events In High Gear

To commemorate its 25th anniver-
sary, MBHP is sponsoring housing
conversations in communities through-
out its region, initiating an Annual
Fund, and holding a celebratory gala
in honor of William S. Edgerly,
Chairman Emeritus and former CEO
of State Street Corporation. The
Celebration will be Nov. 13 at State
Street Financial Center, 1 Lincoln
Street, Boston. (See MBHP Update
Spring 2008 issue for complete story
about Mr. Edgerly.)

Cities and towns where MBHP
has held housing conversations
since the spring include Arlington,
Braintree, Chelsea, Everett, Lexington,
Malden, Medford, Newton, Revere,
Somerville, Waltham, and Winchester.
The remainder of the meetings will
be held in the fall and winter. “We
are very pleased with the first dozen

everyone deserves a place to call home

Gladys Vega, executive director of the
Chelsea Collaborative, and Jay Ash,
Chelsea City Manager, participated in a
recent MBHP-sponsored meeting about
housing challenges and resources.

meetings,” says Chris Norris, MBHP’s
executive director. “They have
enabled us to get to know better the
cities and towns served by MBHP,
and to see that there are often more
similarities than differences when it
comes to housing issues.”

continued on back cover




MBHP'S PROGRAMS

* Rental Assistance: Section 8 housing
voucher and other subsidy programs
working with 4,300 property owners
and serving 7,600 disabled, elderly,
formerly homeless, and other individ-
uals and families throughout Greater
Boston. Included are subsidies for
people with special needs requiring
both housing and support services.
Other voucher initiatives target ten-
ants striving for greater economic
self-sufficiency.

Housing Supports: Programs that
serve tenants, property owners and
others with securing, stabilizing, or
improving their housing. These include:
Housing Consumer Education Center:
An integrated network of services
that provides housing-related infor-
mation, workshops, programs, and
emergency financial assistance.
Specialized Intensive Programs and
Services: Individualized assistance to
residents who have faced domestic
violence, mental health or substance
abuse issues, chronic homelessness,
hoarding issues and other traumas.
Fair Housing Technical Assistance:
Trainings and technical assistance

to tenants and property owners on
their rights and responsibilities under
federal and state fair housing laws.
Foreclosure Prevention and Tenancy
Preservation: Serves property owners
facing foreclosure and tenants facing
eviction due to foreclosure.

Boston Homelessness Prevention
Clearinghouse: Works with 35 provider
agencies to help Boston residents
avoid homelessness through common
intake, assessment, and referrals.

Scattered Site Family Emergency
Shelter: Provides temporary homes
to families while they work to transi-
tion to permanent housing.

Real Estate Services: Equity services
and asset management oversight
for 924 affordable rental units, a
loan program that keeps homes
accessible for elders or people with
disabilities, and affordable home
ownership opportunities.

Letter From the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Our 25th anniversary year is
proving to be one of MBHP’s most
productive—and accomplished—years
ever. As you'll see in the lead story,
our new Foreclosure Prevention and
Tenancy Preservation Initiative is
gaining traction, thanks to funding
from The Boston Foundation, the City
of Boston, and the United Way of
Massachusetts Bay and Merrimack
Valley. These grants are giving us
additional resources to show that
there are alternatives to foreclosure,
that a foreclosed property can be sold
with tenants in place, and that new,
replicable models for resolving the
foreclosure crisis can be developed.

It is not unusual for tenants to be
told by the foreclosing entity that they
must move immediately. This is not
true, and tenants need to know their
rights. Our initiative will enable us to
reach out more effectively to tenants
caught in the foreclosure crisis, to fol-
low up the letters we send to tenants
about their rights with phone calls
and additional information. It also will
enable us to help property owners
affected by foreclosures. We recently
hired a foreclosure prevention coun-
selor to work solely with property
owners, and we will keep you
informed about this important work.

As you may remember from the
spring issue of Update, one way that
MBHP is marking its 25th anniver-
sary year is by visiting each of the
communities we serve. We already
have held a dozen meetings and will
hold the remainder in the fall and
early winter. A summary of the infor-
mation will be shared with anyone
who attended a meeting and will
help shape the future work and part-
nerships of MBHP and the munici-
palities that we serve.

| am delighted to announce that
MBHP will commemorate its 25th
anniversary in a special way by hon-
oring the man who played the pivotal
role in our founding—William S.
Edgerly, Chairman Emeritus and for-
mer CEO of State Street Corporation
and former Chairman of the MBHP
Board of Directors. | also want to
gratefully acknowledge the more
recent work of Boston Private Bank in
giving MBHP tenants “welcome
home” baskets (see article on page 5).

When | reflect upon MBHP’s suc-
cesses over the last quarter century, |
always am struck by our agency’s
attention to the people we serve—
tenants and property owners. Be sure
to read about MBHP’s assistance to
tenants who are changing apartments
or moving into a home after receiv-
ing a reissued voucher (page 4). Late
summer is not only a popular time to
move, it's also a pertinent time to
reflect on the future. Please join me
as we gear up for an exciting fall!

Sincerely,

(i 7 i

Christopher T. Norris

COME CELEBRATE WITH MBHP!

Our gala 25th anniversary event takes place on
Thursday, Nov. 13, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

For more information, please contact Rennie Elliott at 617-425-6762.













mbh PRESORTED
D NONPROFIT
metropolitan bostonlhousing partnership U.S. POSTAGE
125 Lincoln Street, 5th Floor PAID
Boston, MA 02111-2503 BOSTON MA
(617) 859-0400 = www.mbhp.org PERMIT NO. 56299

T

COME CELEBRATE WITH MBHP!

Our gala 25th anniversary event takes place on
Thursday, Nov. 13, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

State Street Financial Center
1 Lincoln Street, 36th floor, Boston

For more information, please contact
Rennie Elliott at 617-425-6762.

Anniversary Events
continued from front cover

Some common themes that have
emerged include the high cost of
housing and lack of affordable apart-
ments, the struggles of seniors to
remain in their homes, the needs of
people with disabilities—particularly
those under 65—for supported hous-
ing, and the efforts of town and city
leaders to staunch the rising number
of foreclosures in their communities.

MBHP uses the information
gained from these meetings to
strengthen partnerships with local
organizations and municipalities and
to inform its own program develop-
ment. At the conclusion of the meet-

ings, we will compile the informa- Participants in a recent MBHP-sponsored community meeting about housing
tion into a summary of housing and challenges in Medford included Sen. Patricia Jehlen, Medford Housing Authority
service issues raised to share with Executive Director John Greco, Rep. Carl M. Sciortino Jr, and Sarah Butler of
the communities involved. U.S. Representative Edward Markey’s office.




